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Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot talks to reporters after she and first lady Amy Eshleman early voted 
in the Nov. 8 midterm election at NEIU El Centro, Nov. 3, 2022 in Chicago. 
Associated Press 
On the ballot in 2023: Southern 
governors, big-city mayors 


By MICHELLE L. PRICE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot will be asking voters for a second 
term leading one of the nation’s biggest 
cities. Republicans will try to take full con- 
trol of the Virginia Legislature. Governors’ 
mansions are up for election in Louisiana 
and Mississippi, and a Democratic gover- 
nor in red-state Kentucky will try to hang 


on for another term. 
While much of the political focus in 2023 
is on the emerging presidential race, vot- 
ers in some states will be weighing in on 
lower-profile contests that will nonetheless 
provide fresh insight into their priorities and 
views on the direction of the country. 
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On the ballot in 2023: Southern governors, big-city mayors 


Continued from Front 


Republicans are expected 
to try to tie Kentucky Dem- 
ocratic Gov. Andy Beshear 
to President Joe Biden and 
other national Democrats 
who tend to be more liber- 
al. Beshear, making his re- 
election bid in a state that 
heavily favors Republicans, 
gently distanced himself 
from Biden in a recent in- 
terview with The Associat- 
ed Press, saying, “This race 
isn’t going to be about the 
White House.” 
“It’s going to be what’s 
going on in the homes of 
each and every Kentuck- 
ian,” Beshear said. “And I 
think this last set of elections 
showed that if you want to 
be governor, people ex- 
pect you to have a plan. 
People expect you to talk 
to them and not simply 
use some national talking 
points.” 
State GOP spokesperson 
Sean Southard in a state- 
ment earlier this month 
said the party feels that the 
“fundamentals are strong 
for a Republican candi- 
date to defeat him” once 
the party has a nominee. 
About a dozen Republicans 
have said they are running, 
including former U.N. Am- 
bassador Kelly Craft, state 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles and Attorney 
General Daniel Cameron, 
who has already received 
former President Donald 
Trump’s endorsement. 
The Republican Governors 
Association did not make 
someone available for an 
interview but noted in a 
statement that the only in- 
cumbent governor to lose 
in 2022 was a Democrat, 
Steve Sisolak of Nevada, 
“and the RGA is ready to 
do it again in 2023.” 
“Democrat Andy Beshear 
does not align with Ken- 
tucky’s values, and we 
know voters are eager for 
Republican leadership in 
Frankfort,” RGA spokesper- 
son Joanna Rodriguez said. 
New 
Jersey 
Democratic 
Gov. Phil Murphy, who is 
taking over as chair of the 
Democratic Governors As- 
sociation in 2023, said the 
group’s “highest priority, 
far and away, is to defend 
and reelect” Beshear. 


The group made a con- 
troversial 
but 
ultimately 
successful move in 2022 
to boost far-right Republi- 
can candidates in several 
states’ GOP races, allowing 
Democratic candidates to 
face easier-to-beat oppo- 
nents in the general elec- 
tion. 
Murphy would not rule out 
taking similar steps in 2023, 
saying: “As long as it is ethi- 
cal and legal, nothing is off 
the table.” 
His party faces a tougher 
battle in conservative Loui- 
siana, 
where 
moderate 
Democratic Gov. John Bel 
Edwards is term-limited. It’s 
unclear who will emerge as 
a Democratic candidate, 
but a large pool of GOP 
candidates is expected to 
jump into the race. One of 
the highest-profile Repub- 
licans considering a bid is 
U.S. Sen. John Kennedy. 
In Mississippi, Republican 


Gov. Tate Reeves will seek 
a second term. He re- 
cently signed into law the 
state’s largest-ever tax cut 
and plans to push for a full 
elimination of the state’s 
income tax in 2023. His re- 
election bid may be com- 
plicated, however, by lin- 
gering frustrations over the 
crumbling water system in 
the capital city of Jackson, 
which partially failed in Au- 
gust and left the majority- 
Black city of about 150,000 
people waiting in lines for 
water to drink, bathe, cook 
and flush toilets. 
In Democratic-leaning Vir- 
ginia, all 140 seats in the 
politically divided General 
Assembly will be on the 
ballot. 
Republican 
Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin, who has 
been privately weighing a 
2024 presidential bid, has 
pledged to help his party 
win full control of the legis- 
lature, though his plans to 


further limit abortions in the 
state could galvanize Dem- 
ocratic voters. 
Republicans would need 
to hold their majority in the 
House of Delegates and, 
pending the outcome of a 
January special election, 
pick up as many as three 
seats for an outright Senate 
majority. 
In New Jersey, a Demo- 
crat-led state where Re- 
publicans have been mak- 
ing steady gains in recent 
years, all 120 seats in the 
state legislature will be on 
the ballot, giving the GOP 
a chance to regain con- 
trol for the first time in two 
decades. Democrats cur- 
rently control 24 of 40 seats 
in the state Senate and 46 
of 80 Assembly seats. 
Intraparty differences will 
be the main feature of the 
biggest mayoral races of 
2023, showcasing the di- 
vides between progressives 


and moderates in Demo- 
cratic strongholds. 
In Chicago, more than a 
half-dozen candidates are 
trying to oust Lightfoot. A 
Feb. 28 election will go to 
an April runoff if no candi- 
date wins a majority in the 
officially nonpartisan elec- 
tion. 
Lightfoot became the city’s 
first Black woman and first 
openly gay person to lead 
Chicago when she was 
elected in 2019. She first ran 
for office as a progressive 
and an outsider who would 
take on corruption at City 
Hall, but her first years in of- 
fice also included a global 
pandemic 
and 
protests 
against police brutality. 
Lightfoot’s opponents and 
other critics say her ap- 
proach to governing has 
been too confrontational. 
She has said the criticism is 
due mostly to sexism and 
racism but has started to 
address it in her campaign, 
saying in her first campaign 
ad: “I’m only human. And I 
guess sometimes it shows. 
But just because somebody 
may not always like my de- 
livery doesn’t mean we’re 
not delivering.” 
Crime, which has played a 
substantial role in mayoral 
and 
gubernatorial 
elec- 
tions around the country 
over the past two years, will 
be a major issue. While ho- 
micides have been down 
in Chicago in 2022 com- 
pared with previous years, 
the number is still higher 
than when Lightfoot took 
office. 
Concerns 
have 
grown about carjackings, 
shootings and other vio- 
lence, 
particularly 
near 
downtown and other busi- 
ness and tourist areas. 
Crime concerns are also 
dominating the mayoral 
race in Philadelphia, an- 
other Democratic strong- 
hold. Mayor Jim Kenney is 
term-limited, and a crowd- 
ed field is shaping up amid 
a surge of gun violence 
and a shortage of police 
officers. So far the Demo- 
cratic primary field includes 
five former council mem- 
bers and the city controller, 
all of whom resigned their 
seats to run, along with at 
least one state lawmaker. 
No Republican has an- 
nounced yet.q 


Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot speaks during a press conference in the Greektown neighborhood, 
of Chicago, Sept. 14, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By DAVID KOENIG and 
HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Travelers 
who counted on Southwest 
Airlines to get them home 
suffered another wave of 
canceled flights Wednes- 
day, and pressure grew on 
the 
federal 
government 
to help customers get re- 
imbursed for unexpected 
expenses they incurred be- 
cause of the airline’s melt- 
down. 
Exhausted Southwest trav- 
elers tried finding seats on 
other airlines or renting cars 
to get to their destination, 
but many remained strand- 
ed. The airline’s CEO said it 
could be next week before 
the flight schedule returns 
to normal. 
Adontis Barber, a 34-year- 
old jazz pianist from Kansas 
City, Missouri, had camped 
out in the city’s airport since 
his Southwest flight was 
canceled Saturday and 
wondered if he would ever 
get to a New Year’s gig in 
Washington, D.C. 
“I give up,” he said. “I’m 
starting to feel homeless.” 
By early afternoon on the 
East Coast, about 90% of all 
canceled flights Wednes- 
day in the U.S. were on 


Southwest, according to 
the FlightAware tracking 
service. 
Other airlines recovered 
from ferocious winter storms 
that hit large swaths of the 
country over the weekend, 
but not Southwest, which 
scrubbed 
2,500 
flights 
Wednesday 
and 
2,300 
more on Thursday. 
The Dallas airline was un- 


done by a combination of 
factors including an anti- 
quated 
crew-scheduling 
system 
and 
a 
network 
design that allows can- 
cellations in one region 
to 
cascade 
throughout 
the country rapidly. Those 
weaknesses are not new 
they helped cause a similar 
failure by Southwest in Oc- 
tober 2021. 


The federal government 
is now investigating what 
happened at Southwest, 
which carries more passen- 
gers within the United States 
than any other airline. 
In a video that Southwest 
posted late Tuesday, CEO 
Robert Jordan said South- 
west would operate a re- 
duced schedule for sev- 
eral days but hoped to 


be “back on track before 
next week.” He said South- 
west’s tools for recovering 
from disruptions work “99% 
of the time, but clearly we 
need to double down” on 
upgrading systems to avoid 
a repeat of this week. 
“We have some real work 
to do in making this right,” 
said 
Jordan, 
a 
34-year 
Southwest 
veteran 
who 
became CEO in February. 
“For now, I want you to 
know that we are commit- 
ted to that.” 
Transportation 
Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, who has 
criticized airlines for previ- 
ous disruptions, said that 
“meltdown” was the only 
word he could think of to 
describe this week’s events 
at Southwest. 
He noted that while cancel- 
lations across the rest of the 
industry declined to about 
4% of scheduled flights, 
they remained above 60% 
at Southwest. 
From the high rate of can- 
cellations to customers’ in- 
ability to reach Southwest 
on the phone, the airline’s 
performance has been un- 
acceptable, Buttigieg said. 
He vowed to hold the air- 
line accountable and push 
it to reimburse travelers. q 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden 
administration 
is 
marking the four-year an- 
niversary of the deten- 
tion in Russia of American 
businessman Paul Whelan, 
whose continued imprison- 
ment is one of several ma- 
jor irritants in tattered rela- 
tions between Washington 
and Moscow. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said in a statement 
Wednesday that securing 
Whelan’s release remains a 
top administration priority. 
U.S. officials had hoped to 
include Whelan in a prison- 
er swap earlier this month 
in which they traded de- 
tained WNBA star Brittney 
Griner for a convicted Rus- 
sian arms dealer, Viktor 
Bout. 
The 
administration 
considers Whelan, like Gri- 
ner, to have been wrong- 
fully detained. 
Blinken said Whelan and 


his family are “suffering 
through an unfathomable 
ordeal” and he again con- 
demned the American’s 
conviction, 
which 
was 
based on secret evidence, 
and 16-year prison sen- 
tence. 
“His detention remains un- 
acceptable, and we con- 
tinue to press for his im- 
mediate release at every 
opportunity,” Blinken said. 
“Our efforts to secure Paul’s 
release will not cease until 
he is back home with his 
family where he belongs.” 
Whelan, a Michigan cor- 
porate security executive, 
is jailed in Russia on espio- 
nage charges that his fam- 
ily and the U.S. government 
have said are baseless. 
U.S. officials said Russia re- 
fused to consider including 
Whelan in the Griner deal, 
calling it a “one or none” 
decision. 


“Paul and the Whelan fam- 
ily recently showed the 
entire country the mean- 
ing of generosity of spirit in 
celebrating a fellow Ameri- 
can’s return while Russia 
continues 
its 
deplorable 
treatment of Paul as a bar- 
gaining chip,” said Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s national 
security adviser, Jake Sul- 
livan. 
The Whelan family sup- 
ported the exchange that 
freed Griner, but expressed 
fears that Whelan would 
not be released for years. 
His brother, David Whelan, 
said when the swap was 
announced, “I think we all 
realize that the math is not 
going to work out for Paul to 
come home anytime soon, 
unless the U.S. government 
is able to find concessions.” 
Paul Whelan, 52, was sen- 
tenced in 2020. 
In a statement Wednesday, 


David Whelan said, “Today 
is the 1,461st day that Paul 
has been held hostage by 
the Russian Federation. Rus- 
sian authorities entrapped 
him four years ago today. 
How do you mark such an 
awful milestone when there 


is no resolution in sight?” 
The anniversary, he said “is 
both awful and mundane, 
just another day that Paul 
has to suffer in a Russian la- 
bor colony for being in the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time.”q 


A traveler wades through the field of unclaimed bags at the Southwest Airlines luggage carousels 
at Denver International Airport, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2022, in Denver. 
Associated Press 


Southwest Airlines flight cancellations continue to snowball 


Paul Whelan, a former U.S. marine who was arrested for alleged 
spying, listens to the verdict in a courtroom at the Moscow City 
Court in Moscow, Russia, June 15, 2020. 


Associated Press 


U.S. marks anniversary of Paul Whelan’s detention in Russia 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The 
man who allegedly broke 
into U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s home and 


beat her 82-year-old hus- 
band in October pleaded 
not guilty Wednesday to 
six charges, including at- 


tempted murder, prosecu- 
tors said. 
The suspect, David De- 
Pape, had planned to kid- 
nap the speaker who was 
in Washington at the time 
of the attack when he 
broke into the couple’s San 
Francisco home on Oct. 28, 
authorities 
said. 
Instead, 
the 42-year-old defendant 
severely beat her husband 
Paul Pelosi with a hammer 
in an attack that was wit- 
nessed by two police offi- 
cers and shocked the po- 
litical world. 
Paul Pelosi was knocked 
unconscious and woke up 
in a pool of his own blood. 
He later underwent surgery 
to repair a skull fracture and 


serious injuries to his right 
arm and hands. He has 
since appeared in public 
wearing a hat and a glove 
that covered his wounds. 
Earlier this month, a judge 
ruled that prosecutors had 
presented 
enough 
evi- 
dence during a preliminary 
hearing to move forward. 
Wednesday’s appearance 
was another arraignment, 
a procedural move where 
the defendant enters a 
plea on the charges that 
will be brought to trial. 
DePape is still being held 
without bail; his state case 
returns to court Feb. 23. The 
public 
defender’s 
office 
declined to comment. A 
federal case in which De- 


Pape has also pleaded not 
guilty is also ongoing. 
He is charged in state court 
with 
attempted 
murder, 
first-degree residential bur- 
glary, elder abuse, assault 
with a deadly weapon, 
false 
imprisonment 
and 
threatening a family mem- 
ber of a public official. 
During 
the 
preliminary 
hearing earlier this month, 
a San Francisco police in- 
vestigator testified that De- 
Pape said there was “evil in 
Washington,” and he was 
looking to harm Nancy Pe- 
losi because she is second 
in line for the presidency. 
Authorities have said De- 
Pape was drawn to con- 
spiracy theories.q 


By JOEY CAPPELLETTI and 
COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) 
— A Delaware trucker de- 
scribed as an architect of 
the conspiracy to kidnap 
Michigan’s governor was 
sentenced Wednesday to 
more than 19 years in pris- 
on — the longest term yet 
given to anyone convicted 
in the plot. 
Prosecutors 
had 
sought 
a life sentence for Barry 
Croft Jr., 47, who was the 
fourth and final federal de- 
fendant to learn his fate. 
Judge Robert J. Jonker de- 
scribed him as “the idea 
guy” behind the plot and 
called him “a very con- 
vincing communicator” for 
people who were open to 
his views. 
“However twisted or irratio- 
nal it may seem to many 
of us, it did resonate to the 
targeted audience,” the 
judge said. “That is as im- 
portant a method of lead- 
ership as being out in the 
field telling people where 
to go.” Defense attorney 
Joshua Blanchard said he 
would appeal the sen- 
tence. 
Croft and Adam Fox were 
convicted in August of 
conspiracy 
charges 
in 
Grand Rapids. Croft also 
was found guilty of possess- 
ing an unregistered explo- 
sive. 


Fox, 39, was sentenced 
Tuesday to 16 years behind 
bars. The government also 
sought a life sentence for 
him. Both men were ac- 
cused of hatching a stun- 
ning plot to abduct Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer from her 
vacation home just before 
the 2020 presidential elec- 
tion. The conspirators were 
furious over tough COV- 
ID-19 restrictions that Whit- 
mer and officials in other 
states had put in place 
during the early months of 
the pandemic, as well as 
perceived threats to gun 


ownership. 
Whitmer was not physi- 
cally harmed. The FBI was 
secretly embedded in the 
group and made 14 arrests. 
“We’re talking about a 
conspiracy to physically 
kidnap the governor, po- 
tentially assassinate her as 
well. It doesn’t get much 
more serious than that,” 
Jonker said before an- 
nouncing Croft’s sentence. 
“The group had a lot of 
guns. This group had all 
kinds of material ready to 
go to achieve their end.” 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Nils 


Kessler called Croft the 
“spiritual leader” of the 
group 
of 
conspirators, 
comparing his role to that 
of “some sheikh in ISIS.” 
“He essentially was putting 
himself as a role of a proph- 
et ... there are people who 
believe this sort of rhetoric, 
and he used it,” Kessler told 
the judge. 
“This man is fully radical- 
ized. He hasn’t changed 
his viewpoint,” Kessler add- 
ed. “He’s not admitting the 
ideas are wrong because 
he still holds them. This 
whole thing was Mr. Croft’s 


idea.” Croft regularly wore 
the type of tricorn hat com- 
mon during the American 
Revolution and had tattoos 
on his arms symbolizing 
resistance — “Expect Us” 
— as he traveled to Ohio, 
Wisconsin and Michigan to 
meet with like-minded ex- 
tremists. 
A different jury in Grand 
Rapids couldn’t reach a 
verdict on the pair at the 
first trial last spring but ac- 
quitted two other men. 
The abduction was meant 
to be the beginning of a 
“reign of terror,” Kessler 
said in court documents. 
Croft’s plan called for riots, 
“torching” government of- 
ficials in their sleep and 
setting off violence across 
the country. A key piece 
of evidence: Croft, Fox 
and others traveled to see 
Whitmer’s vacation home 
in northern Michigan, with 
undercover agents and in- 
formants inside the cabal. 
At one point, Croft told al- 
lies: “I don’t like seeing any- 
body get killed either. 
But you don’t make an 
omelet without breaking a 
few eggs, you know what I 
mean?” 
Croft’s attorney tried to 
soften his client’s role. In a 
court filing, Blanchard said 
his client did not actually 
have authority over others 
and often frustrated them 
because he “just kept talk- 
ing.” q 


David DePape is shown in Berkeley, Calif., on Dec. 13, 2013. 


Associated Press 


Paul Pelosi attack: Suspect enters not-guilty plea 


Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer addresses the media after signing the final piece of a $76 billion 
state budget into law, July 20, 2022, in Detroit. 


Associated Press 


Judge orders another long prison term in Gov. Whitmer plot 
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MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Heavy rains and floods 
that devastated parts of 
the Philippines over the 
Christmas weekend have 
left at least 29 dead and 
25 missing, the national 
disaster response agency 
said Wednesday. 
More than 86,000 people 
were still in emergency 
shelters after bad weather 
disrupted Christmas cel- 
ebrations in the eastern, 
central and southern Phil- 
ippines. 
Images from the south- 
ern province of Misamis 
Occidental showed res- 
cuers carrying an elderly 
woman on a plastic chair 
as they waded through 
a flooded street. Some 
residents in the province 
were seen hanging on to 
floaters as coast guard 
rescuers 
pulled 
them 


across chest-deep floods 
using a rope. 
Eighteen of the 29 deaths 
were 
reported 
in 
the 
Northern Mindanao re- 
gion, while 12 of the 25 
missing were from Eastern 
Visayas in the central Phil- 
ippines, the National Di- 
saster Risk Reduction and 
Management 
Council 
said. 
Most of the deaths were 
from 
drowning 
while 
among the missing were 
fishermen whose boats 
capsized, 
the 
agency 
said. 
Over 3,200 houses were 
damaged by the floods 
along with roads and 
bridges, and some areas 
were without power or 
water, the agency report- 
ed. 
A shear line the point 
where warm and cold air 


meet triggered rains in 
parts of the country, the 
state 
weather 
bureau 
said. A new low pressure 
area may bring moder- 


ate to heavy rains within 
the next 24 hours to the 
same areas affected by 
the floods, it said.q 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
health of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI has worsened 
due to his age, and doc- 
tors are constantly monitor- 
ing the frail 95-year-old’s 
condition, the Vatican said 
Wednesday. 
Vatican spokesperson Mat- 
teo Bruni said Pope Francis, 
who asked the faithful ear- 
lier Wednesday to pray for 
Benedict, went to visit his 
predecessor in the mon- 
astery on Vatican grounds 
where the retired pontiff 
has lived since retiring in 
February 2013. 
“Regarding the health con- 
dition of the emeritus pope, 
for whom Pope Francis 
asked for prayers at the end 
of his general audience this 
morning, I can confirm that 
in the last hours, a worsen- 
ing due to advanced age 
has happened,’’ Bruni said 
in a written statement. 
“The situation at the mo- 
ment remains under con- 
trol, constantly monitored 
by doctors,” according to 


the statement. 
At the end of his customary 
Wednesday audience with 
the public in a Vatican au- 
ditorium, Francis departed 
from his prepared remarks 
to say that Benedict is “very 
sick” and asked the faithful 
to pray for the retired pon- 
tiff. 
Francis didn’t elaborate on 
Benedict’s condition. 
“I would like to ask you all 
for a special prayer for 


Pope Emeritus Benedict, 
who is sustaining the church 
in silence,” Francis said. 
“Remember him he is very 
ill asking the Lord to con- 
sole him and to sustain him 
in this testimony to love for 
the church, until the end.” 
After the hour-long audi- 
ence, “Pope Francis went 
to the Mater Ecclesiae 
monastery to visit Benedict 
XVI. Let us all unite with him 
in prayer for the emeritus 


pope,” Bruni said. 
Benedict, who was the first 
pontiff to resign in 600 years, 
has become increasingly 
frail in recent years as he 
dedicated his post-papacy 
life to prayer and medita- 
tion. 
When Benedict turned 95 
in April, his longtime sec- 
retary, Archbishop Georg 
Gaenswein, said the retired 
pontiff was in good spirits, 
adding that “naturally he 
is physically relatively weak 
and fragile, but rather lu- 
cid. 
” Francis also paid a visit 
to Benedict at the monas- 
tery four months ago. The 
occasion was Francis’ lat- 
est 
ceremony 
elevating 
churchmen 
to 
cardinal 
rank, and the new “princes 
of the church” accompa- 
nied him to the monastery 
for the brief greeting. 
The Vatican released a 
photo at the time that 
showed a very thin-looking 
Benedict clasping Francis’ 
hand as the current and 
past pontiff smiled at each 
other. q 


Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI arrives in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican to attend the beatification ceremony of Pope Paul VI, 
on Oct. 19, 2014. 


Associated Press 


Vatican says health of retired pope Benedict XVI 
‘worsening’ 


In this image provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, an 
elderly woman sits on a chair while being carried by coast 
guard personnel wading through floodwaters in Plaridel, 
Misamis Occidental province in the southern Philippines, 
Monday, Dec. 26, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Rain, floods in Philippines leave 29 dead, dozens 
missing 
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SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina (AP) — A group of 
ethnic Chechens fleeing 
Russia arrived in Bosnia this 
week, hoping to use the 
Balkan country as a launch- 
pad to reach the European 
Union and avoid getting 
sent to fight in Ukraine. 
The group of some 50 peo- 
ple, predominantly from 
Russia’s Chechnya region, 
congregated near Bosnia’s 
northwestern border with 
EU-member Croatia, the 
Bosnian 
Security 
Ministry 
said Wednesday. 
“They want to reach the 
European Union because, 
in their own words, they 
are fleeing military draft” in 
Russia, the ministry said in a 
statement. 
Russians can enter Bosnia 
without a visa and are per- 


mitted to stay in the coun- 
try for a maximum of 90 
days within a 180-day pe- 
riod. But to enter Croatia, 
which is set to join Europe’s 


visa-free travel zone, the 
Schengen Area, on Jan. 1, 
they must hold a valid visa. 
The 
ethnic 
Chechens 
gathered near the Malje- 


vac border crossing, in the 
northwest Bosnia’s Krajina 
region include families with 
children. 
Many of the people wait- 
ing said they hoped to 
be allowed into Croatia. 
However, Croatian border 
guards mostly appeared to 
be turning them back. 
One of the young men 
in the group, who identi- 
fied himself only by his first 
name, Hadis, said he was 
traveling with his children 
and wanted to enter Croa- 
tia because the situation 
in Chechnya, amid Rus- 
sia’s war in Ukraine, was a 
“big problem.” Hadis said 
his family first stopped in Is- 
tanbul after departing Rus- 
sia and then traveled on to 
Bosnia. 
According to Bosnian me- 


dia, the Chechens arrived 
in Bosnia from Turkey and 
Serbia, the only two coun- 
tries in Europe with direct 
flights from Russia during 
the war. 
The Security Ministry said it 
would “continue to monitor 
the situation on the ground 
and gather detailed infor- 
mation from law enforce- 
ment agencies … to pro- 
pose 
appropriate 
mea- 
sures to maintain a secure 
situation.” 
Bosnia became a bottle- 
neck 
for 
Europe-bound 
migrants from the Middle 
East, 
Central 
Asia 
and 
North Africa in 2015, when 
other nations in the Balkans 
and central Europe closed 
off previously established 
migration 
paths 
in 
the 
region.q 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un presented new 
plans to further bolster his 
military power next year at 
a meeting of top political 
officials, state media re- 
ported Wednesday, in an 
indication he’ll continue his 
provocative run of weap- 
ons displays. 
Kim’s statement came as 
animosities with rival South 
Korea rose sharply this week 
with the South accusing the 
North of flying drones across 
the border for the first time 
in five years. This year, North 
Korea already performed 
a record number of missile 
tests in what experts call an 
attempt to modernize its ar- 
senal and increase its lever- 
age in future dealings with 
the United States. 
During the Tuesday session 
at the ongoing plenary 
meeting of the ruling Work- 
ers’ Party, Kim analyzed 
new security challenges in 
international politics and 
on the Korean Peninsula 
and clarified principles and 
directions to take in ex- 
ternal relations and fights 
against enemies to pro- 
tect national interests and 
sovereignty, according to 
the official Korean Central 
News Agency. 


Kim “set forth new key goals 
for bolstering the self-reli- 
ant defense capability to 
be pushed ahead in 2023 
under 
the 
multilaterally 
changing situation,” KCNA 
said, without elaborating. 
Some observers say the 
new goals could be related 
to Kim’s drive to expand his 
nuclear arsenal and ac- 
quire high-tech weapons 
systems such as multi-war- 
head missiles, a more ag- 
ile long-range weapon, a 
spy satellite and advanced 


drones. They say Kim would 
eventually aim to use his 
boosted nuclear power to 
force his rivals to accept 
the North as a legitimate 
nuclear state, a status he 
thinks is essential in getting 
international sanctions lift- 
ed. 
On Monday, South Korea’s 
military fired warning shots 
and launched fighter jets 
and helicopters, after de- 
tecting what it called five 
North Korean drones that 
violated the South’s air- 


space. South Korea also 
flew three drones across 
the border in response, De- 
fense Minister Lee Jong-Sup 
told lawmakers Wednes- 
day. 
The military apologized for 
failing to shoot down the 
drones and President Yoon 
Suk Yeol called for stronger 
air defenses and high-tech 
stealth drones to better 
monitor North Korea. 
In a meeting with his advis- 
ers Wednesday, Yoon said 
South Korea must resolutely 


retaliate against any prov- 
ocation by North Korea, 
saying that will be the most 
powerful means to deter 
the North. Yoon also said 
South Korea must not be in- 
timidated by North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons, accord- 
ing to his spokesperson, Kim 
Eun-hye. 
Some experts say the North 
Korean drone flights might 
have been designed to 
test South Korean and U.S. 
readiness and nullify a pre- 
vious inter-Korean agree- 
ment to reduce tensions at 
front-line areas. 
They say North Korea likely 
assessed its drones as a 
cheap yet effective meth- 
od to cause security jitters 
and a domestic divide in 
South Korea. 
Yoon, a conservative who 
took office in May, said 
Tuesday that South Korea 
has had little anti-drone 
training since 2017, a year 
when his liberal predeces- 
sor Moon Jae-in was inau- 
gurated. 
In an apparent effort to 
blame the allegedly lax air 
defenses on Moon’s en- 
gagement policy toward 
North Korea, Yoon said, “I 
think our people must have 
seen well how dangerous a 
policy relying on the North’s 
good faith and (peace) 
agreements would be.” q 


In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un speaks 
during a plenary meeting of the Workers’ Party of Korea at the party headquarters in Pyongyang, 
North Korea Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2022. 


Associated Press 


North Korea’s Kim lays out key goals to boost military power 


People wait in line on the border crossing Maljevac, between 
Bosnia and Croatia, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Chechens in Bosnia seek to dodge Russian draft, reach EU 
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ELMAR warns against lighting fireworks near high voltage wires 


ORANJESTAD 
– 
Lighting 
fireworks and lights is a 
popular way to celebrate 
the year-end at home and 
during special gatherings. 
However, it is important for 
each and every one of us 
to do this responsibly and 
safely. 


Through a press release, 
electricity 
company 
of 
Aruba, ELMAR advices to 
never light fireworks near 
high voltage wires. Electric- 
ity wires transport and dis- 
tribute high voltage elec- 
tricity, which can be very 


dangerous if one comes 
into contact with one of 
these wires. If a firework 
lands on an electricity wire, 
it can cause an electric dis- 
charge which can result in 
grave injury or even death. 
Fireworks can also damage 
the electricity wires and 
provoke a disruption when 
electricity is needed the 
most. 


To guarantee everyone’s 
safety, ELMAR insists that it is 
very important to follow all 
security instructions when 
lighting fireworks and lights. 


This includes reading and 
following all instructions on 
the packaging of each fire- 
work, and keeping a safe 
distance from high voltage 


wires. Instructions vary from 
one product to another so 
it is very important to make 
sure of which precautions 
are needed for each of 


them. 


With safety in mind, every- 
one can enjoy a happy 
new year.q 


Tourist bus stopping at Tres Trapi causes concern for nature in the area 


ORANJESTAD – Yesterday 
a video circulating on so- 
cial media showed a bus 
of a local tour company 
stopping in the area of Tres 
Trapi for visitors to get out 
and appreciate the beauty 
of the sea. This caused a lot 
of disgust because users 
considered that the buses 
are damaging the nature in 
the area. 


A user posted the video 
on Facebook with a text 
expressing their disgust for 
what was taking place. 
“Really? You had to make 
Tres Trapi a stop for your 
massive tour buses? This lit- 
tle cove is now completely 
overrun (and congested) 
by multiple tour buses ev- 
ery day, spoiling the natu- 
ral beauty and tranquility of 


the area”, he posted. 
“On top of it there’s no 
space for your buses to 
park (or turn around), and 
their loud engines keep run- 
ning while the tourists are 
gawking at the few swim- 
mers and snorkelers as if 
they’re zoo animals. You’re 
damaging the Aruba ex- 
perience with this tour stop 
at the fragile piece of our 
ecology. Please just keep 
driving by and don’t stop 
here.” 


In 
the 
comment 
sec- 
tion of the video, which 
was viewed more than 4k 
times, local users joined in 
expressing 
their 
disgust? 
One user commented: “All 


companies need to sit to- 
gether and make things run 
better than this. The gov- 
ernment needs to wake 
up and make money avail- 
able to make changes so 
that there is more parking 
spaces without the need to 
destruct our nature.” 


Another indicated: “There 
is a nature and environ- 
ment department, there 
is a minster of Nature, but 
there is zero practice in 
place to protect the fragile 
ecosystem. The offices are 
just there for show, a lot of 
false promises and illusions. 
They cannot and will not 
bring change. The short- 
term economic interests 


of a few people are very 
powerful.” 
At the beginning of Decem- 
ber, Aruba National Park 
Foundation (FPNA) held a 
press conference at Boca 
Catalina, which is close to 
Tres Trapi, to inform the lo- 
cal community about their 
concerns regarding Stony 
Coral Tissue Loss Disease 
(SCTLD). Contamination is 
one of the main causes for 
coral disease and it is very 
damaging for the environ- 
ment in general. 
Such big buses, aside from 
emitting a lot of CO2, are 
very heavy for the terrain 
on which they park, which 
is very fragile and can be 
damaged by this.q 
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The CBA raised the reserve requirement by 1.0 percentage point 
as of December 1, 2022 


In line with the Monetary 
Policy Committee’s (MPC) 
task to evaluate, deter- 
mine, and provide trans- 
parency on the monetary 
policy actions of the Cen- 
tral Bank of Aruba (CBA), 
the CBA communicates the 
following. 


During its meeting on No- 
vember 22, 2022, the MPC 
decided to increase the 
reserve requirement from 
24.0 percent to 25.0 per- 
cent as of December 1, 
2022. Accordingly, com- 
mercial banks must hold a 
minimum balance at the 
CBA equal to 25.0 percent 
of their clients’ short-term 
deposits. The decision to 
expand the reserve require- 


ment to 25.0 percent was 
based mainly on the dimin- 
ished pace of decline in 
the commercial banks’ ex- 
cess liquidity, as well as the 
still ample level of excess 
liquidity at the commercial 


banks, which persists well 
above the pre-pandemic 
and precautionary levels. 


The MPC considered the 
following information and 
analysis during its delibera- 


tion: 


International and official 
reserves 
The international reserves, 
comprising the official re- 
serves of the CBA and for- 
eign reserves held by the 
commercial banks, grew 
by Afl. 42.0 million (Graph 
1) on November 4, 2022, 
compared to end-Decem- 
ber 2021. Official reserves 
contracted by Afl. 16.4 
million, while the foreign 
reserves held by the com- 
mercial 
banks 
widened 
by Afl. 58.5 million. Con- 
sequently, on November 
4, 2022, official and inter- 
national reserves stood at 
Afl. 2,728.5 million and Afl. 
3,171.6 million, respective- 
ly. For the rest of 2022, the 
CBA expects strengthened 
international and official 
reserves due to increased 
foreign exchange inflows 
from tourism. 


Maintaining reserve ade- 
quacy is critical to keeping 
the fixed exchange rate 
between the Aruban florin 
and the US dollar. In this re- 
gard, the CBA anticipates 
international 
reserves 
to 
remain comfortably above 
the minimum required three 
months of current account 
payments. Among others, 
current account payments 
consist of import payments, 
interest payments made to 
investors, and foreign trans- 
fers such as money remit- 
tances by foreign workers. 


Official reserves are fore- 
casted to stay within an 
adequate 
range 
when 
benchmarked against the 
International 
Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) Assessing Re- 
serve 
Adequacy 
(ARA) 
metric.q 
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Aruba flies high even in the Midwest 
Blizzard thanks to our visitors 


Aruba Today recently re- 
ceived a wonderful mes- 
sage from one of our visi- 
tors. 


He wrote to us saying; “Thru 
the snow & bitter cold of 
the bizzard, the Aruban 
Flag proudly flies in Michi- 
gan, USA. As we wait to 
arrive in Aruba in 3 weeks 
and six days !!!” 


Thank you for representing 
Aruba even from afar, Aru- 
ba can’t wait to have you 
back!q 


Can I have a …, please? 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste something different for a change?? How about a different 
breakfast from what you are used to at your hotel. Hop in your car, drive around and 
anywhere around the island you will come across a local snack shop. 


Here you will find all types of snacks loved by the locals. Try a pastechi, a Caribbean 
pastry filled with cheese or meat and fried up deliciously. Or perhaps you might want to 
try a croquette, a crusty little meat ball. A dedito is also a good option, it’s a stick made 
out of cheese or hotdog. If you want to try something more familiar go for a homemade 
hamburger or a ham and cheese toast, but with a local touch. All these snacks are 
ridiculously addictive. Freshen up with a delicious fruit shake (batido) made out of wa- 
termelon, strawberry, banana, papaya or just mix any fruit together. What makes these 
little snack shops more attractive is the warmth of its people and with the smile you are 
being served.q 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 
miles southeast from Oran- 
jestad you will enter the city 
San Nicolas, also known as 
Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in 
authentic culture and is- 
land charm. San Nicolas is 
Aruba’s second largest city 
and was once a bustling 
company town dominated 
by the oil industry since the 
early 1930’s. 


Over the course of four de- 
cades, its demographics 
had changed immensely 
due to a stream of Afro-Ca- 
ribbean and South Ameri- 
can workers who came 
to fill the jobs in the oil re- 
finery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day 
traces of the multicultural 
influences in culinary offer- 
ings and customs, housing 
and population are clearly 
visible in San Nicolas - more 


than anywhere else on the 
island. 


Flow of history 
if you are looking for his- 
tory San Nicolas has it. Here 
you will find three amazing 
museums, The Museum of 
Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival 
Euphoria, all within walking 
distance from one another. 
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 


in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's 
industrial 
history 
which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn 
about gold, aloe, phos- 
phate, oil and the tourism 
industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling 
business 
center. 
Experi- 
ence the touching stories 
of those who were part of 
this history. 
Nicolaas Store built in 1940 
and renovated in 2014 is 
the home of the Communi- 
ty Museum. The collection is 
remarkable and spans mil- 
lennia. Ancient fossils stand 
next to tableaus of an au- 
thentically recreated colo- 
nial kitchen and bedroom 
and 19th-century barber- 
shop, just to name a few of 
the items of old-time Aruba 
that has been preserved. A 
collection of artifacts and 
other objects of artistic, cul- 
tural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found 
here for the purpose of ed- 
ucation or enjoyment. 
Carnival Euphoria is show- 
casing Aruba’s Carnival. 
See how are Carnival has 
developed over the past 
65 years. 


The new San Nicolas 
In the shadow of the refin- 
ery, an art capital is quietly 
beginning to grow. This is 
the new San Nicolas, a 
place that is starting to be- 
come a magnet for all that 
is young, cool and hip in 
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas 
has all of the ingredients of 


an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interesting 
architecture, and, perhaps 
most importantly, an urban 
layout that makes it walk- 
able. As you walk around, 
the streets are silent but 
the walls are loud, filled 
with bright, colorful murals 
painted by a collection 
of artists from around the 
world. Thanks to the efforts 
of various art organizations 
in Aruba, such as Art Rules 
Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite 
the 
aesthetic 
makeover 
with regards to vibrant 
street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals 
are replacing broken down 
buildings with colorful art 
pieces that keep brighten- 
ing up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 
A little bit of everything can 
be found in the main street. 
Stores selling shoes, cloth- 
ing, jewelry you name it. 
Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a 
design store in which you 
can immerse yourself in dis- 
covering genuine and lo- 
cally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversifi- 
cation of the Aruban craft 
heritage and the artistic 
supply of artisans. Don’t 
miss out on trying the exqui- 
site food offered by the ca- 
fes and restaurants or just 
enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic 
benches and all the history 
San Nicolas has to offer.q 
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ORANJESTAD – Recently, 
minister of Sport and Edu- 
cation, Endy Croes togeth- 
er with his colleague min- 
ister of Justice and Social 
Affairs, Rocco Tjon had a 
meeting with Mr. Randolf 
Lacle and Mrs. Dyane Wi- 
ersma of the Aruban Foot- 
ball Association. During the 
meeting they dialogued 
about a FIFA project, Foot- 
ball for Schools. 


The idea behind this project 
is to introduce female foot- 
ball (soccer) to schools in 
Aruba. The goal of this proj- 
ect is to develop the foot- 
ball abilities of those who 
practice this sport, while 
at the same time contrib- 
ute to the development of 
important life skills, among 
others, ability to commu- 
nicate effectively, to solve 
problems, to think critically 
and creatively. 


Football for Schools con- 
tains three main contribu- 
tions, which is an app, mate- 
rial and financial incentive. 
Teachers who take part in 
this program can use an 
app that serves as a guide 
to give football lessons. 
Aside from this, the app has 
a variety of methods with 
the purpose of developing 
important skills in the lives of 
the players. 
The target group is children 


aged 4 to 14 years, and it is 
divided in different catego- 
ries. The costs for this project 
are completely covered by 
FIFA. 
Minister Croes and Tjon 
agreed to support this edu- 
cation and sport project 
which is set to begin in 2023 
and works together with 
the directive of neighbor- 
hood centers – known in 
Aruba as Centro di Bario – 
and CEDE Aruba to make 
this project possible.q 


ORANJESTAD – Gloria Shei- 
la Paul-Thompson, better 
known as Sheila, became a 
member of Women’s Club 
of Aruba (WCA) during the 
club year 1974-1975. She 
was a very active member 
in the Welfare commission, 
Limpi (clean) and Dress a 
Child. 


In the Welfare commission, 
she had a lot of dedication 
to our senior citizens and 
every month she was pres- 
ent to entertain them with 
Bingo and to celebrate 
with them at (elderly care 
home) Huize Maris Stella in 
Savaneta and Cas di Cui- 
do in San Nicolas. 


And in the Dress a Child 
commission, 
she 
loved 
helping our children with 
their clothes for the year- 
end holidays. 


She was always very helpful 


everywhere she was need- 
ed. She worked tirelessly in 
the commission of Health, 
mainly in the project of 
breast exams that WCA 
used to organize for the 
people in San Nicolas, and 


she was also a big contrib- 
utor to the commission of 
AIDS Awareness. 


She was an artistic and cre- 
ative person when it came 
to crafts that the club 


would make to sell dur- 
ing their Christmas Bazaar. 
She had a fantastic career 
in volunteerism. She was a 
woman of few words and 
lots of action. A great per- 
son! 


In 2014 she was recognized 
as a Life Member of WCA, 
after being a member for 
more than forty years. 


With this, WCA sends sin- 
cere condolences to her 
children, 
Paul-Thompson 
family, 
her 
WCA 
fam- 
ily and her dear friends. 
May our Life Member Sheila 
rest in peace in the Lord’s 
kingdom. 
Photographs are courtesy 
of Emperatriz Perdomo. q 


FIFA Football for Schools project working with neighborhood 
centers and CEDE Aruba 


Women’s Club of Aruba paid tribute to Life Member, Sheila Paul 
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House For Sale 
Alto Vista 
3 br 2 bath with and appart- 
ment 
Fully Furnished Ocean View 
Price :$550 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
online 


Houses For Sale 
Great invest oppertunity 
bubali Noord 10 min walk to 
eagle beach 
3 bedroom 1 bath 
2 bedroom 1 bath 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
studio 
On a 1300m2 lease land 
Price :$525,280 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216180 


Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1317 (10k). 
cdmOwner@gmail.com 
us(call/Text): (860)992-3890 


_________________________________216163 


By KATE ASHFORD 
of NerdWallet 
More than 1 in 4 retirees 
say they’re spending more 
than they can afford, ac- 
cording to an October 
2022 survey by the Employ- 
ee Benefit Research Insti- 
tute. With inflation at 7.1% 
in November, it’s not sur- 
prising that savings aren’t 
going as far as they used 
to. But there are ways to 
bring in extra income with- 
out taking on a full-time 
job. Some part-time gigs 
such as tutoring, pet sitting 
or helping with tax prep al- 
low retirees to work a few 
hours at a time, and the 
extra income can make 
a big difference. Here are 
some ideas to consider. 
PET SITTING AND DOG 
WALKING 
If you have a fenced-in 
yard and the ability to care 
for someone else’s furry 
family members, offering 
pet services can be lucra- 
tive and flexible. Accord- 
ing to data analyzed by 
e-learning platform Preply, 
dog walking is the best- 
paid side hustle by aver- 
age hourly wage. 
“Not to mention, having 
canine companionship of- 
fers many health benefits,” 
says consumer finance ex- 
pert Andrea Woroch. “So 
pet sitting is a great way to 
get that without the high 
costs of owning your own 
dog.” 
TEACHING 
One of the few perks of 
the pandemic is that on- 
line teaching and tutoring 
have flourished . You can 
set up shop on an online 
tutoring site like Preply 
or Wyzant , or an online 
teaching site such as Ud- 
emy. “Carve out a couple 
of hours on weeknights 
to tutor students online,” 
Woroch says. 
If you have the credentials, 


In this Aug. 11, 2019 file photo, U.S. currency and credit cards sit 
on a table at a restaurant in New Orleans. 


Associated Press 


6 ways to make extra money in retirement 


consider creating a col- 
lege-level course that you 
could teach as an adjunct 
professor. 
CONSULTING/ 
FREELANCING 
Retirees often have de- 
cades of valuable experi- 
ence. Taking on project 
work can help you stay 
in the game on your own 
timeline. 
“Consulting is a great way 
to continue staying rel- 
evant in your field and of- 
fering your insights and 
advice without having to 
go back to the office full 
time,” says Jacques Famy 
Jr., a managing partner 
and chief marketing offi- 
cer for merchant funding 
firm AdvancePoint Capital. 
“You can either offer the 
services through a firm or 
start your own side-hustle 
business.” 
FILLING COMMUNITY NEEDS 
Depending on where you 
live, there may be ample 
opportunities to pick up 
side work with your town or 
city. Your local school may 
need occasional (or fre- 
quent — flu season!) substi- 
tute teachers, for instance. 
“Many K-12 schools can 
use the talents of retirees,” 
says Janet Heller , presi- 
dent of the Michigan Col- 


lege English Association. 
Heller points to the need 
for crossing guards, assis- 
tant coaches for athletic 
teams and recess supervi- 
sors, among other things. 
Contact your local school 
district to see what part- 
time spots may be avail- 
able. q 
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Paradise Beach Villas 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 50 room # 209 
Pool / Ocean view 
Price :$13 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana Beach and casino 
eagle beach 
studio wk 50 room #429 b $4 K 
1br wk 51 room # 329 
a$10K 
Thursday check in 
call :011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum Plus 
2 br WK # 51 and 52 Ocean 
Front 
Price :$180 K both weeks 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
2 br WK # 50 room # 631/632 
30 weeks remain $18 K 
1 br WK # 52 room # 401 
24 weeks remain $ 10 ,750 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
2 br 2 bath WK # 51 and 52 
room # 672 
Pent house 22 weeks remain 
Price :$ 30,750 each week 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 52 room # 1235 
$11 K 
2 br WK # 2 room # 1113 
$18 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50,51,52,01 
room # 2357 
33/24/24/28 weeks remain 
Price :13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 51 room # 
2205/2206 
24 weeks remain $ 15 K 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2360 
31 /31 weeks remain $ 13 K 
each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 
24 weeks remain each 
Price :$15 K each 
1 br WK # 4 room # 2349 
25 weeks remain $ 8 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 2 room # 4102 $8 K 
studio WK # 3 room # 4205 
$7 K 
21 weeks remain on each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 8 K 
studio WK # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain $ 8 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
studio wk # 4 room # 129 
22 weeks remain Non - manda- 
tory 
maintenance fee contract expire 
2028 
Price :$6 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites. 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room 
#2509 
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$30 K both units 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2314 
Garden view $12 K each 
1 br WK #51 room # 2530 
harbor / ocean view $12 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


ww.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 room #2131 
$12 K 
Ground floor harbor and ocean 
view 
1 br WK # 2 room # 2340 
harbor / ocean view $ 10 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


For Rent 
Eagle beach 
divi Village Golf 
1 br WK # 53 sleep 4 
31 st to 7 Janaury $2500 
studio WK # 1 sleep 4 
7 to 14 Janaury 2023 $1500 
renaissance Ocean suites 
1 br wk 2 sleep 4 $1500 
13 Janaury to 20 Janaury 2023 


HTTA 
Time -Share Resales 
are you interested in sell your 
Time share in aruba 
contact the expert 37 years 
doing honest business 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo For Sale 
Tierra del sol 
Wespunt 
3 br 2 1/2 bath 
Fully firnished ocean view 
With and Garage 
Price :$475 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
House For Sale 
Palm Beach 
3 br 2 bath with and appartment 
5 min walk to palm beach , res- 
taurants and malls. 
Price :$550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
san Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
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By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
When the film “The Best 
Man” was released in 1999, 
featuring a cast of young, 
up-and-coming, 
attrac- 
tive Black actors including 
Taye Diggs, Nia Long and 
Terrence Howard, it wasn’t 
just a box office hit but 
also a fresh perspective on 
film, following the ups and 
downs of friendship, ca- 
reers and love through the 
lens of young Black profes- 
sionals. 
“I remember reading that 
script and feeling, ‘Oh, 
this is something I’ve never 
seen before. Black people 
represented in this way,’” 
recalled Diggs, who plays 
Harper, a successful author. 
“I had never seen a project 
where I saw myself.” 
Morris Chestnut, however, 
says at the time he was just 
thankful for the work and 
everything that came after 
is a welcome bonus. 
“As an actor, you’re glad to 
just get a job. You want to 
work. You want to get a job 
that pays,” he said. “Start- 
ing out, you do things that 
no one ever sees. I had no 
idea it would still be around 
to this day.” 
Director, writer Malcom D. 
Lee reunited the cast for a 
2013 sequel “The Best Man 
Holiday” which was also a 
success. Now, he’s wrap- 
ping up the story with an 
eight-episode limited series 


on Peacock called “The 
Best Man: The Final Chap- 
ters.” 
Originally Lee envisioned 
possibly two more films to 
tie up the stories, but he 
says with a series, there’s 
more real estate for story- 
telling. He used some of 
his ideas for movie sequels 
in the show and enjoyed 
being able to stretch that 
further and find additional 
stories for the characters. 
“You get a little bit more 
time to just expand on their 
story and dig deeper into 
their home life, their career 
life, their personal struggles 
and triumphs. (The films) 
were the impetus, but it 
grew into something else.” 
Regina Hall says the series 
gives each character an 
arc “as opposed to feed- 
ing one story, the collec- 


tive. But to be honest, I 
would have enjoyed any 
iteration of it. I would have 
enjoyed it as a film. 
“For me, it’s just the char- 
acters and being honest 
to those relationships that 
they have and the love 
they have for each other 
and their trials and tribu- 
lations.” More time was a 
welcome idea for Melissa 
De Sousa, who wanted her 
role of Shelby, a bossy real- 
ity TV star, to be fleshed out. 
“Not only was it necessary, 
it was requested. I said, ‘Lis- 
ten, if we’re going to do 
this, it can’t be the same 
thing over and over. You 
have to see all sides of her. 
You have to show why she 
is the way she is. You have 
to see a real woman with 
emotions 
and 
struggles, 
and fears,’ and they did 


that.” 
To transition to television 
Lee 
tapped 
“Insecure” 
writer and executive pro- 
ducer Dayna Lynne North 
to be co-showrunner. 
“I’ve been a fan of the fran- 
chise for my whole adult 
life. I liken it to going from 
being in the stands, watch- 
ing your favorite team, to 
LeBron (James) or some- 
body being like, ‘Hey, you, 
fan. You want to come 
down and play with us, you 
know what I mean?’ That’s 
really what it felt like,” said 
North. “It felt like going 
from my cheap seats to 
down on the field. .. It’s re- 
ally been an honor and su- 
per fun because I’ve loved 
these characters from the 
moment that I met them.” 
While each character in 
“The Best Man” franchise 


weaves a tangled web, the 
catalyst for drama in each 
iteration of “The Best Man” 
is Harper’s novel, “Unfin- 
ished Business.” Inspired by 
his friend group, the book 
reveals some explosive se- 
crets, including how Harp- 
er once had a one-night 
stand with his best friend 
Lance (Morris Chestnut’s) 
fiancee. 
In “The Best Man Holiday,” 
Lance is still bitter about 
revelations from the book. 
In the series, Harper could 
see “Unfinished Business” 
made into a film. He wants 
to get in front of any po- 
tential drama and get his 
friends’ blessing for the 
project, and what better 
time to ask than at a des- 
tination wedding for their 
friend Quentin (Terrence 
Howard.) 
Lee calls Harper’s book 
“the magic prop.” 
“I was very strategic in the 
first ‘Best Man’ with trying to 
create something that was 
a hot button thing. I called 
it a magic prop because 
it kept on getting passed 
around to the friends and 
then it got into the wrong 
hands. 
“The ‘Unfinished Business’ 
book certainly is causing 
drama this time around as 
well. Even though it’s not 
what the series is about, 
it’s about these folks and 
about their relationships, 
but it’s a good engine.”q 


PRINCETON, N.J. (AP) — A 
monthslong Toni Morrison 
tribute at Princeton Univer- 
sity, where the Nobel laure- 
ate taught for 17 years, will 
range from music created 
and performed by Gram- 
my-winning vocalist Cécile 
McLorin Salvant to a spring 
lecture series and three- 
day symposium featuring 
author Edwidge Danticat, 
among others. The tribute 
will center on “Toni Mor- 
rison: Sites of Memory,” 
an exhibition drawn from 
her archives that will ex- 
plore her creative process 


through manuscripts, corre- 
spondence between her- 
self and other Black wom- 
en, 
photographs, 
maps 
she drew while working on 
her acclaimed novel “Be- 
loved,” rare drafts of her 
novel “Song of Solomon” 
and various unfinished proj- 
ects. The exhibit runs at the 
Princeton University Library 
from Feb. 22 to June 4. 
“In imagining this initiative 
from exhibition to sympo- 
sium to partner projects I 
wanted to show the im- 
portance of the archive to 
understanding 
Morrison’s 


work and practice. 
But I also wanted to show 
how this archive in par- 
ticular is a site that opens 
up new lines of inquiry and 
inspires new kinds of col- 
laboration,” said curator 
Autumn Womack, assistant 
professor of English and Af- 
rican American Studies at 
Princeton, in a statement 
released Wednesday. 
Morrison, who died in 2019 
at age 88, was also known 
for such novels as “Sula,” 
“The Bluest Eye” and “Jazz.” 
She won the Nobel Prize for 
literature in 1993.q 


This image released by Peacock shows Terrence Howard, from left, Taye Diggs, Harold Perrineau 
and Morris Chestnut in a scene from “The Best Man: The Final Chapters.” 


Associated Press 


‘The Best Man’ wraps up storylines with new Peacock series 


American Nobel laureate and “Beloved” author Toni Morrison 
smiles during a news conference at the Louvre Museum in Paris, 
Nov. 8, 2006. 


Associated Press 


Princeton University plans Toni Morrison 
tribute in 2023 
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By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP National Writer 
A 
change 
of 
scenery 
worked out just fine for Ka- 
tie Ledecky. 
Shifting coasts and coach- 
es after last summer’s Tokyo 
Olympics, the American 
swimmer turned in another 
stellar performance at the 
world championships, set 
a pair of world records and 
capped 2022 as The Asso- 
ciated Press Female Ath- 
lete of the Year, selected 
by a panel of 40 sports writ- 
ers and editors from news 
outlets across the country. 
Ledecky, who previously 
won the award in 2017, 
edged out American track 
star 
Sydney 
McLaughlin 
in 
balloting 
announced 
Wednesday. 
The two tied in total points, 
but Ledecky got the nod 
based on 10 first-place 
votes to McLaughlin’s nine. 
Basketball standout A’ja 
Wilson finished third. 
“I know so many great ath- 
letes have won this honor,” 
Ledecky said. “I’m really 
happy happy with how my 
year went, and also excit- 
ed about the future.” 
Ledecky, who won her first 
Olympic gold medal in 
2012 at age 15, has man- 
aged to stay on top in fe- 
male freestyle swimming’s 
longest pool events for the 
better part of a decade. 
She has held the long- 
course world record in both 
the 800- and 1,500-meter 
free since 2013, rarely fac- 
ing a serious challenge 


in either of those grueling 
races. 
At this year’s world aquat- 
ics championships in Bu- 
dapest, Hungary, Ledecky 
touched first in the 800 by 
more than 10 seconds and 
won the 1,500 by nearly 15 
seconds. She also claimed 
gold in the 400 free and 
was part of the winning U.S. 
team in the 4x200 free re- 
lay. 
Before 2022 was done, 
Ledecky added two more 
world records to her ledger. 
She set short-course marks 
in both the 800 and 1,500 a 
week apart even though 
she rarely competes in the 
25-meter pool. 
But the real enjoyment for 


Ledecky comes when no 
one is cheering her on, 
when it’s just her and her 
coaches and teammates, 
putting in the long, lonely 
hours of training. 
“I might be one of the 
few swimmers who loves 
the training even more 
than the racing,” she said. 
“Don’t get me wrong: I love 
the racing, too. But I truly 
enjoy going to practice ev- 
ery day. I’m excited when 
I go to bed for practice in 
the morning.” 
Last year, after an Olym- 
pic performance that was 
a slight disappointment by 
her lofty standings, Ledecky 
left coach Greg Meehan 
and the Stanford University 


team where she had com- 
peted and trained while 
earning a psychology de- 
gree. 
Her top priority was getting 
closer to her family in the 
Washington, 
D.C., 
area. 
She was intrigued by the 
program 
that 
Anthony 
Nesty, a rising star in the 
coaching ranks, had built 
at the University of Florida. 
One of Nesty’s freestylers, 
Bobby 
Finke, 
surprisingly 
swept gold in the men’s 
800 and 1,500 free at To- 
kyo. Another, Kieran Smith, 
captured an unexpected 
bronze. 
So, Ledecky moved nearly 
2,800 miles (4,500 kilome- 
ters) from Palo Alto, Califor- 


nia, to Gainesville, Florida. 
“It’s been a lot of fun every 
day,” she said. “This is the 
right place for me to be 
at this point in my career. 
I’m training really well and 
learning a lot along the 
way.” 
The shift to Nesty and a 
program where she usu- 
ally trains with the men 
seems to have pushed the 
25-year-old 
Ledecky 
to 
even greater heights. 
Nesty said one of his main 
challenges is making sure 
Ledecky doesn’t train too 
hard. 
“She needs to understand 
that once you get older, 
the body is different,” the 
coach said. “I have to tell 
her, ‘Katie, you’ve got un- 
derstand you’re not 18 any- 
more.’ The body will get 
tired. When it gets tired, it’s 
OK to throttle back a little 
bit.” 
Moving to Florida has led to 
other changes. 
Always 
a 
bit 
reserved, 
Ledecky now seems far 
more willing to speak up 
even holding her own in 
good-natured 
trash 
talk 
with her male teammates, 
according to Nesty. 
“This group is a very com- 
petitive group, a fun group 
and, at times, pretty chat- 
ty,” he said. “It seems to 
have 
made 
her 
pretty 
chatty. 
You’ve gotta be with our 
group. I think our group has 
kind of made her come out 
of her shell a little bit.” 
Ledecky agreed. q 


Gold medalist Katie Ledecky of the United States poses with her medal after the Women 800m 
Freestyle final at the 19th FINA World Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, June 24, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Katie Ledecky earns AP female athlete of year for 2nd time 


BEREA, Ohio (AP) — Cleve- 
land Browns defensive end 
Jadeveon Clowney was 
back at practice Wednes- 
day 
after 
missing 
one 
game with a concussion 
while starting left tackle Je- 
drick Wills Jr. sat out with a 
back issue. Clowney didn’t 
play in last week’s 17-10 
loss to New Orleans after 
sustaining a head injury on 
Dec. 17 against Baltimore. 
Coach Kevin Stefanski said 
Clowney is “getting better” 


as the Browns (6-9), who 
were eliminated from post- 
season 
contention 
with 
their loss to the Saints, pre- 
pare to face the Washing- 
ton Commanders (7-7-1) 
on the road Sunday. 
Clowney has been slowed 
by an ankle injury and 
the concussion and has 
just two sacks this season. 
Rookie Alex Wright started 
in his place last week. 
A first-round pick in 2020, 
Wills has started all 16 


games in his third season. 
Stefanski said Wills is “work- 
ing 
through 
something” 
and indicated it’s too early 
to know if he’ll be avail- 
able to play. James Hud- 
son would be an option in 
Wills is out. Also, Pro Bowl 
defensive end Myles Gar- 
rett, left guard Joel Bitonio 
and wide receiver Amari 
Cooper were on station- 
ary bikes during the por- 
tion of practice open to 
reporters.q 


Cleveland Browns defensive end Jadeveon Clowney during 
the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans 
in Houston, Dec. 4, 2022, in Houston. 
Associated Press 


Browns DE Jadeveon Clowney back 
from concussion, practicing 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Luka Doncic had 60 points 
and 21 rebounds and 10 as- 
sists on Tuesday, a stat line 
never seen before in NBA 
history. Nikola Jokic had 
41 points and 15 rebounds 
and 15 assists on Sunday, a 
stat line that was managed 
on only two other occa- 
sions. 
Two amazing games with- 
out a single dunk. 
The two best players in the 
NBA right now and likely 
the 
current 
frontrunners 
in the MVP race do not 
play with LeBron James’ 
strength and force, or with 
Michael 
Jordan’s 
acro- 
batic creativity, or with Wilt 
Chamberlain’s ability to just 
overmatch anyone who 
dared to stand near his 
path. They do not put on 


the shooting and dribbling 
display of a Stephen Curry, 
or glide from one end of 


the floor to the other like Gi- 
annis Antetokounmpo, or 
make scoring look as easy 


as Kevin Durant does. 
Doncic and Jokic do it dif- 
ferently. 
They 
dominate 


Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) celebrates scoring the game tying basket in front of 
teammate Christian Wood (35) during the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game against the 
New York Knicks in Dallas, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Analysis: Doncic, Jokic set the pace; wild MVP race looming 


by making the game get 
played at their pace. They 
do what they want, when 
they want, almost always 
making the smartest play. 
Play off them, and they 
shoot the midrange or the 
3. Play up on them, and 
they’ll use their bulldoz- 
ing ability to create just 
enough space for a move 
or the right pass. 
“He’s special,” Mavericks 
coach Jason Kidd said of 
Doncic’s 
latest 
master- 
piece. “The history of the 
game is written by the 
players, and that was writ- 
ten again ... Luka doing 
something 
that’s 
never 
been done before. It’s 
hard to do.” 
Forget the numbers for 
a second. Consider how 
Doncic 
got 
Tuesday’s 
game into overtime. The 
Mavericks were down by 
nine with 27 seconds left in 
regulation. No team in the 
last 26 years since play- 
by-play records of games 
began 
getting 
tracked 
digitally had outscored an 
opponent by nine points 
in the last 27 seconds of a 
fourth quarter, according 
to SportRadar. 
The Mavs did it, with a Luka 
Miracle finishing it off. Down 
by three with 4.2 seconds 
left in regulation and at the 
foul line, Doncic made the 
first free throw and inten- 
tionally missed the second. 
The Knicks botched two 
tries at controlling the re- 
bound, Doncic leaped for 
the ball and shot a 10-foot- 
er all in the same motion. It 
went in, the game went to 
overtime and history was 
made. 
Being 
prepared 
to take advantage of an 
opportunity is how players 
make their own luck. 
It’s hard to win the MVP 
award, harder still to win 
it twice and Jokic is going 
to find out how difficult it is 
to win it three consecutive 
years. Doc Rivers has said 
many times that players 
like Jordan or James would 
have more MVP’s if not for 
voter fatigue and people 
simply getting tired of the 
same person winning every 
year. He’s right, and Jokic 
will probably have to deal 
with some of that when 
the ballots get sent in next 
April. q 


